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were constructed : to save the latter from the catastrophe
which befell the ships of Mardonios (p. 109) orders were
given, it is said, to convert Athos (p. 30) into an island
which might enable the fleet to avoid its terrible rocks.
At length the host set out from Sousa in a stream which
gathered volume as it went along. The several nations
met at Kritalla in Kappadokia, and having crossed the
Halys marched to Kelainai, where Pythios, who had
bestowed on Dareios a golden plane tree and a golden
vine, welcomed the Persians with a magnificence which
excited the astonishment of Xerxes. In the rivalry of
munificence Xerxes was not to be outdone, and Pythios
left his presence a proud and happy man; but when in
the following spring Xerxes set out from Sardeis, an
eclipse of the sun so frightened the wealthy Phrygian that
he besought the king to let him keep one of his five sons
at home. The answer was a stern rebuke for the pre-
sumption which demanded exemption from military
service for the slave of a king who was taking the trouble
to go all the way to Hellas himself. His own life and
that of his four sons he should have for the sake of his
former munificence : but the limbs of the child whom he
wished to keep should be hung up on each side of the
road along which the army must pass.

On reaching Sardeis Xerxes had sent heralds to all
the Greek cities except Athens and Sparta ; and the
mi. i. -j reasons which forbid us to suppose that those

The bridges               .                                ,     _rr   ,

across the       exceptions were now made for the first time

Hellespont.       haye been already noted (see p   r ,o^    But be_

fore this host was to cross into Europe, a stream of blood
was to flow on the shores of the Hellespont. In making
their bridges of boats the Phenicians had used hempen
ropes, while the Egyptians employed ropes made from the
fibre of papyrus. A severe storm shattered the work of both.
Xerxes ordered the engineers of the bridges to be beheaded